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A Master Chess Player Eyes a Bread Basket, a Basket Case, and Expanded
Routes to Oil
Jim Cummins - March 1, 2014 

Harry S. Dent, Jr. recently said, “The two things I hate predicting the
most are currencies and oil. That's because sudden political events drive
them more than demographics or other fundamentals.”
There are lots of “sudden political events” going on these days all around the
world – so let's start with what's on the front pages of most of the world's
papers today, as I write this on February 28, 2014: Ukraine (b. Aug. 24,
1991...Kiev, Ukraine...05:31 PM EET) and Vladimir Putin's blatant military
annexation of the Crimea. (b.  May 05, 1992...Simferopol, USSR...1600 GMT.)
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While all the concerns I raised in my most recent article about China and
Japan continue to smolder, the global urgencies and their ramifications brought
on by Putin's (b. Oct. 07, 1952...Petrograd, RU...09:30:00 AM BGT) machinations in
the Crimea require immediate strategic consideration.
Although many Americans remain ignorant of world affairs, and thus know little
about Ukraine, its importance shouldn't be underestimated. The Ukraine  is one
of the world's three great bread baskets. It is an industrial giant, and the
sixth-largest arms exporter on the globe.  Its people are technologically
advanced enough to launch multiple satellites yearly, and they field the largest
army wholly within Europe. 
Ukraine's new Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk (b.May 22, 1974...Chernivtsi,
Ukraine) may be in office only a short while, since elections are scheduled for
May 25, 2014.  While there, however, he faces enormous challenges, on
multiple fronts.  One looming shadow is the potential for national financial
disaster, unless Yatsenyuk can secure considerable loans – at a heavy price –
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from the IMF.  Ukraine may be one of the world's great bread baskets, but
presently, she is a bankrupt basket case, so perhaps it is a good thing that her
newly-elected Prime Minister previously served as the Ukraine's economy
minister.
Also, there is the matter of some 150,000 Russian soldiers conducting “training
exercises” all along the Ukranian border – not counting the several thousand
soldiers now established in the Crimea, with their land, sea and air military
capabilities in place.
The Crimea is of pivotal significance in Putin's long-range strategies, which
include moving Ukraine (and the Crimea) back into Moscow's orbit.
It is widely believed that the snipers who killed demonstrators in Kiev were
marksmen from Russia, perhaps hoping that such killings would spark a
full-fledged civil war in Ukraine, so Putin could then send in his troops to
“restore order”.  That movie has been played before – in 2008 in Georgia,
resulting in the Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions falling back under Russian
“protection”. 
But cooler heads have prevailed in Kiev, for now at least, and a new
government is being formed.  However, this new government has failed to
include the ethnic Russians in large sections of Southern and Eastern Ukraine,
and especially in the Crimea. 



On Monday, February 25, the Crimean Supreme Soviet, representing the
pro-Russian southern region of Ukraine, voted 78-3 to announce their intention
to secede from Ukraine, as thousands protested in the naval port city of
Sevastopol and vowed to establish a parallel administration, as well as civil
defense squads to ‘defend Sevastopol' against the new government in Kiev.
They may as well have laid out a red carpet for Putin personally.  His dream of
regathering unto the Motherland of Russia the ‘buffer-zone' states that helped
protect the former Soviet Union is being fulfilled – with little to no significant
push-back from anybody anywhere! unless it somehow comes from the new
government in Kiev. 
That government is headead by Ukraine's Interim President Olexander
Turchynov, (b. March 31, 1964, Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine, a pro-Russian
province) who is also, along with Yulia Tymoshenko, co-founder, and first
deputy of the Fatherland Party, a group which has long been involved in
protests and demonstrations against corruption and authoritarian abuse in
Ukraine's governing elite. 



Ukraine's governing elite. 
Moreover, Mr. Turchynov is pastor of Kiev's Baptist Church, and a novelist
whose 2005 book, Illusion of Fear was made into a film that was submitted as
the country's entry for the Academy Award for the best foreign language film of
2008.

Olexander Turchynov at the Saturn Station.

If there is any man who would directly challenge Russia's illegal occupation
and military subjugation or annexation of the Crimea (or any other portion of
the Ukraine), it would be Interim President Olexander Turchynov.  By all
accounts, it is also his intention to be a contender in the May 25 elections for
this same post, on a full-time basis. 
As transiting Saturn turns retrograde on March 2, it begins its retracement of a
square to Ukraine's natal Moon in her 1st House of the people - which itself is
square her natal Pluto in the 9th, showing that the powers the Ukrainian
people resent and rail against are foreign ones (guess who?!).
With Ukraine's natal Moon/Pluto square being brought to the fore in this way



by a slow-moving transit of Saturn, we have a clear indication that the battles
they are fighting will continue for several more months, at the least.
This disappointing likelihood is aggravated and augmented by the transiting
Cardinal Cross hammers challenging her natal Uranus, Neptune, N. Node in
the 12th House of powerful, but hidden enemies, which natal planet
positions are sesqui-quadrate (135 degrees) her Jupiter, Mercury, Venus, Sun
stellium in the 7th House, of allies and opponents alike.
April will be an especially difficult month for Ukraine.
It may be that Ukraine ultimately separates along ethnic lines – leaving the
coveted Crimea once again fully in Russian hands, and therefore directly
under Putin's control.
That would only be a huge first step for Putin, and an advantageous first step
at that, leading not only to setting the pattern for the other 'buffer states' to fall
in line, but also leading directly to Middle East oil, and to Russian hegemony
all along the route getting there.
Centuries ago, the Crimean Peninsula belonged to the Crimean Tatars,
descendants of the golden horde of Genghis Khan.
In 1783, Catherine the Great annexed the Crimea, thereby adding 18,000
square miles to the Russian Empire. In time, the warm, lush, beautifully curved
coast on the Black Sea became a retreat for the Romanov tsars, and during
Soviet times, a playground for Politburo fat cats.
The Crimea War in 1853-55 pitted Russia against an alliance of Britain,
France, and the Ottoman Empire. The alliance won.
Then, when the Soviet Union was formed, the Crimean Peninsula became a
part of its ‘buffer' states, and home to its Black Sea Fleet.
In 1945, FDR, Winston Churchill and Stalin met at Yalta in the Crimea to
decide how Europe would be divided after World War II.
In 1954, Nikita Khruschev gave the Crimean peninsular to Ukraine.  After the
Soviet Union dissolved in 1991, several agreements between Russia and the
Ukraine established that the Black Sea Fleet could stay in Sevastopol until
2017.  In 2010, Russia and Ukraine signed a treaty extending the fleet's stay
until 2042.
It doesn't matter to Vladimir Putin that his military incursion into the Crimea is
illegal, any more than it did to Hitler when he rolled into Poland, and Austria. 
The Budapest Agreement of 1994 grants all Ukraine, including the Crimea, full
independence and territorial integrity, in return for the Ukraine giving up its



nuclear weapons. 
Because of Putin's nefarious military "protection" of the Crimea, that
agreement is no better now than the paper Neville Chamberlain waved in his
hand when he declared “Peace in our time”, because it bore Herr Hitler's
signature – or the agreement the Fuehrer signed with the Soviet Union in
August 1939, promising that Germany would never invade the USSR.
Putin's astrological chart reveals his cunning and his ruthlessness. He is a
Libra, with a Scorpio Ascendant. He has a Sun, Saturn, Neptune, Mercury
stellium in Libra, all squared by Uranus in Cancer. In his chart, Pluto, ruler of
his Ascendant, is conjunct the Midhaven, and the Moon's South Node in Leo. 
The combination of all that shows his absolute determination to have whatever
he wants, however he has to get it.
His success and endurance are indicated by that Pluto/South Node in Leo
being trine to his Mars in Sagittarius, with the Libra stellium in a double-sextile
between these points. His natal Jupiter in Taurus in the 7th is square his
Pluto/Midheaven position, giving him an abundance of self-confidence.
In America's chart (b. July 06, 1777...Philadelphia, PA...02:21:00 PM LMT) there are
two significant squares, ie. Sun square Saturn, and Mars square Neptune.
Nearly any troubles this nation has had can be identified astrologically by one
or the other of those squares. Putin's Uranus square his Libra stellium sits
astride the one square in the U.S. National Chart which is potentially the most
stressful – the National Sun degree at 13º13' Cancer, square Saturn at 14º48'
Libra.
It's as though he, symbolized by his chart, is a huge block of concrete
obstructing whatever goals, hopes, or plans that America could have. 
In October 2012, during the debates between President Obama and Mitt
Romney, Mr. Romney identified Russia as “our greatest geopolitical foe” and
Iran as “our greatest national security threat.” President Obama literally
laughed at him, but Romney was absolutely correct, and Putin's ventures into
the Crimea, and the subsequent developments which will now unfold from
those ventures bear that out.
Furthermore, James Clapper, in his Worldwide Threat Assessment testimony
before the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence effectively labeled Iran
just as did Mitt Romney - unwittingly, of course. (See my previous article
posted on this website on February 19, 2014).
The die is now cast. There will be other ‘sudden political events' around the
world which will grab the daily headlines going forward, but the man on the
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world's stage that America needs to watch out for is Vladimir Putin.
Why not President Obama? When we study the overlay between the Scorpio
rising version of America's chart and President Obama's horoscope, we see
his natal Neptune at 08º36' Scorpio precisely conjunct – within only 1 minute of
arc -- America's Ascendant at 08º35' Scorpio.
Because President Obama's natal Neptune is also squared by his Sun, it is the
‘shadow' side of his natal Neptune that America experiences. This is a “Pied
Piper” alignment.
As Putin's Libra stellium, including his Sun and Saturn, activate America's
natal Sun square Saturn, Mr. Obama's natal Mars activates the nation's
Mars/Neptune square, with his Mars conjoining the U.S. Neptune – to the
degree. There are numerous other significant aspects between the President's
chart and America's, each, in its own right, substantiating the others. 
In mid-April, all these forces will come to a climatic boiling point.  The “Cardinal
Grand Cross” that you may have heard much about – the three-year-long
series of seven successive Uranus-Pluto waxing squares, which ushered in
the Arab Spring, and all similar scenarios around the globe since then,
including the recent uprisings in the Ukraine, reach their greatest point of
intensity on April 21, 2014.
Mars, Jupiter, Uranus, and Pluto will all form a Grand Cross in the Cardinal
Signs – at 13º of Libra, Cancer, Aries, and Capricorn, respectively.  It's as if
the Earth itself is being quartered. 
These stressful energies are already in effect, and will continue to intensify
over the next several weeks, aggravated, or amplified by the Vernal Equinox
on March 20, 2014; a Lunar Eclipse at 25º Libra on April 15, 2014 (activating
the Lunar Eclipse of October 19, 2013); and a Solar Eclipse on April 29, 2014. 
That Solar Eclipse, at 08º52' Taurus, falls directly on America's Descendant,
the cusp of the 7th House, the House position in a Mundane chart indicating a
nation's alliances, relations with other countries, treaties, war, open enemies,
dialogue and diplomacy. 
Coincidentally, it also falls in the 7th House for the Crimea, only 2 degrees
from the Crimean Descendant.
Tim Bost has written an excellent new e-book, The Stock Market Collision
Course, on just what these developments mean for the markets, and I strongly
urge you to get a copy. 
The weeks between now and mid-April will be especially challenging in world
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events – especially as relates to Russia, and President Putin
What will the Americans do as Putin wraps his bear-hug claws around the
Crimea, and, thereby emboldened, confident and gloating, presses his agenda
beyond the Black Sea, across the Mediterranean, and into the Middle East
cauldron of hatreds, where he has already prepared the ground to harvest and
bring home to Mother Russia the energies and riches that lay beneath those
shifting sands? 
What will America do? Absolutely nothing! The United States has clearly been
checkmated by a clever, cunning, and extremely ambitious chess player. 
Thankfully, Mercury just turned direct on February 28, (clearer thinking); Mars
turns retrograde on March 1, (helping hold hostilities at bay); Saturn turns
retrograde on March 2, (giving pause, and patience); and Jupiter goes direct
on March 6, (inclining towards an optimistic attitude). The aggregation of these
planetary shifts indicates a high probability that situations which in other times
would have certainly blown up into a serious contests, even war, (and still
might) – can possibly be averted in March – but April will require mature and
masterful people skills to keep the peace, when so much of the world seems
hell-bent on getting ‘revenge' or staking out territory. 
That's important for us as astro-traders, and as investors, too. As Mayer
Amschel Rothschild once said, “The time to buy is when blood is running in the
streets.” It already has been. 
Now is the time to seriously consider and capitalize on those investments that
do well in war-time conditions.
Happy trading…stay prosperous…and stay safe.
 

Until next time, 
Jim Cummins
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